
EYFS Geography Progression of Skills 
 

Birth-3 

 Make 
connectio
ns 
between 
the 
features of 
their 
family and 
other 
families. 

 Notice 
difference
s between 
people. 

3 and 4 year olds 

 Develop an 
interest in 
different 
occupations 

 Continue to 
develop positive 
attitudes about 
the differences 
between people. 

 Know that there 
are different 
countries in the 
world and talk 
about the 
differences they 
have experienced 
or seen in photos. 

Reception 

 Talk about members of their immediate family. 

 Name and describe people who are familiar to them. 

 Understand that some places are special to members of their 

community. 

 Recognise that people have different beliefs and celebrate 

special times in different ways. 

 Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this 

country and life in other countries 

 Draw information from a simple map. 

 Recognise some environments that are different to the one in 

which they live. 

Early Learning Goals 

 Know some difference between different religious 
and cultural communities in this country, drawing 
on their experiences and what has been read in 
class. UTW. PCC 

 Explain some similarities and differences between 
life in this country and life in other countries, 
drawing on knowledge from stories, non-fiction 
texts and (when appropriate) maps. UTW. PCC 

 Describe their immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 
non- fiction texts and maps. UTW. PCC 

Homes I know what type of 
home I live in, e.g., 

house, bungalow or flat. 

I can explain key 
features of my 
home and the 

homes of others. 

I know that 
different countries 

have different 
homes. 

I can compare 
different types of 
homes in my own 

country. 

I can compare 
different types of 
homes in other 

countries. 

I can explain some similarities and differences between life 
in this country and life in other countries, drawing on 
knowledge from stories, non-fiction texts and (when 

appropriate) maps. UTW. PC&C.ELG 

 
Features of 

Places 

I can name and talk 
about familiar features 

that I see in my own 
environment 

(home/school) house, 
tree, road, garage, shed, 

classroom 

I can talk about 
local places and 

environments, e.g. 
the church, named 
shops, their street, 

post office, the 
park, the library. 

I notice that some places 
and environments are 

different to the place where 
I live. 

I can identify simple 
similarities and differences. 
E.g comparing Messingham 
to London or Cleethorpes. 

I can use photos, 
maps, books and 

my own 
experiences in 

order to compare 
different places 

and environments 
across the UK. 

I can use photos, 
maps, books and 

my own 
experiences in 

order to compare 
different places 

and environments 
across the world. 

I can describe my immediate environment 
using knowledge from observation, discussion, 
stories, non-fiction texts and maps. UTW. 
PC&C.ELG 

I can explain some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 
countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non- fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 
UTW. PC&C.ELG 

 

 
Using Maps 

and following 
Directions 

I can identify and name 
a simple map. 

I know that a map has 
places/features on and 

what it is used for. 

I can follow some 
positional language 

such as near, next to, in 

I know that the 
pictures and 

symbols on a map 
tells us about the 

features and places 
there are. I can 
identify trees, 

rivers, and 
mountains. 

I know that the pictures, 
symbols, and words on a 

map represent objects that 
usually do not move. 

I can follow simple 
directions (Up, down, 

left/right, 
forwards/backwards) 

I can follow directions 

I can draw and 
create my own 
maps using real 
objects, and/or 

pictures and 
symbols. 

I can talk about a 
range of real 

maps, electronic 

I can find the UK 
on a simple map. 

I can find the land 
and sea on a map. 

I can follow a 
simple map in of a 
familiar place (in 
real-life) finding 

I can describe my immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and maps. UTW. PC&C.ELG 

I can explain some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 

countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

UTW. PC&C.ELG 



front of. 
I know that 

directions can be 
followed and lead 
to different places 

I know that 
directions can be 

verbal, pictorial or 
written 

using a small toy. 

I can direct my friend 
from point A to B using 

positional language. 

globes and maps, 
maps of the 

classroom/school, 
village, park and 

story maps. 

and naming 
features. I can 

locate items on 
the map. 

 
Naming 
Places 

I can talk about my 
home, e.g., what it 

looks like, and its name, 
its number or position. 

I can talk about and 
name the places 

where I live, 
e.g.,Davyhulme, 

Manchester. 

 
I know that more 

than one 
home/house is in a 

village or town. 

I am beginning to recall my 
address such as the name or 
number, the road/street and 

the village/town. 

I can identify and 
name the country 

that I live in. 

 
I show an 

understanding 
that not all 

countries in the 
world are the 

same. I begin to 
talk about the 
differences. 

I can talk about 
and name the four 

countries of the 
United Kingdom 

I can compare and 
say what is the 
same/different 

about a countries 
physical or human 

geography. 

I can describe my immediate environment using 
knowledge from observation, discussion, stories, 

non-fiction texts and maps. UTW. PCC 

I can explain some similarities and differences 
between life in this country and life in other 

countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

UTW. PCC 

 
Human 

Geography 

I can talk about what 
daily life is like in our 
country. 

I can talk about 
how daily life may 

be different for 
other children. 

I can make comparisons 
between daily life for 
children in different 

countries. 

I can compare 
daily life in the UK 
with a contrasting 

country
. 

I can explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from stories, 
non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

UTW. PCC 



 


