Teacher: Mr Collingwood

ST MARY’S C E PRIMARY SCHOOL

What are we learning about this half term?

Year Group: Year 1

Term: Autumn 1 2025

SUBJECT What we will be learning this half term. How you can support your child at
home.
ENGLISH This half term we will be focusing on reading; sharing, and | Daily reading, encouraging children to

enjoying a variety of books, including:

First week at cow school — Andy Cutbill

Dogger — Shirley Hughes

Knuffle Bunny — Mo Willems

The themes of the books will support our work in other
areas of the curriculum looking at toys through time and
the seasons. We will focus on composing sentences orally
before writing them. We will also focus on including finger
spaces and full stops in sentences. The children will also
have daily phonics sessions. We will be working through
the Set 2 sounds to further develop our phonic knowledge
and applying it in reading and writing words. We will be
practising our tricky words and developing our letter
formation in handwriting.

sound out unfamiliar words. Ask your
child questions about what they have
read including about the characters
and setting of the story,

Regular phonics practise, reminding
the children to use their phonics in
their reading and writing.

Promote independence when writing,
encouraging the children to use a
sound mat and include finger spaces
and full stops.

Phonics games — see website below.
www.phonicsplay.co.uk

The children will be taught number and place value this
half term. We will start by counting, recognising and
comparing numbers from zero to ten. We will then focus
on counting to and from twenty. We will incorporate a
range of challenges each week. The children will be given
predominantly open-ended questions to consolidate and
embed their understanding of each subject area.

Counting games.

Reading and writing numbers.
Number formation.

Finding one more or one less than a
number using objects.

Talk to your children about numbers in
day to day life.

In R.E. we will learn about the Christian creation story,
and what this says tell Christians about God, creation and
the world. This will link to the Harvest festival to show a
way in which Christians show thanks to God.

Pupils will think, talk and ask questions about living in an
amazing world. They will give a reason for the ideas they
have and the connections they make between the

Jewish/Christian Creation story and the world they live in.

Talk to your children about their
favourite foods. Help them to
understand that not everybody
fortunate enough to have access to
food. Encourage them to think about
how they could help those people.

We will start with an introduction to Purple Mash. Through
a range of activities, children will learn about 2Dos, saving
work and navigating to key areas. We will then begin to
look at creative computing which gives children the
opportunity to develop their mouse, keyboard and basic
computing skills using creative tools. Children will use the
2DIY tools to paint, create jigsaws and make simple drag
and drop games.

Online safety will be emphasised throughout.

Use the internet with your child to
research old toys.

The children will have their log in
stuck into their reading record if you
wish to have a look at home.

Is your favourite toy the same as your Grandparent’s
favourite toy?

Our topic this half term is predominantly history based
however we will be incorporating lots of other areas of
learning. We will be sharing our own favourite toys with
the class and discovering how toys have changed over
time. We will be beginning to understand some different
ways we can find out about the past (internet, books,
looking at artefacts, speaking to adults). We will be
categorising toys by looking at their different features and
using a variety of media to design and create our own toys
which will be featured in our end of topic showcase. We
will be investigating how our lives differed from the lives of
our grandparents and how things have changed or
remained the same.

Talk to your children about their
favourite toys and the types of toys
you or your parents liked to play with
in the past. Discuss how they are
similar and different to the toys of
today.



http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?q=christianity&hl=en&safe=active&biw=1024&bih=662&tbm=isch&tbnid=oejKbAeSyrinrM:&imgrefurl=http://wwwryansportfolio-ryan.blogspot.com/2010/12/how-did-christianity-change-this.html&imgurl=http://3.bp.blogspot.com/_yDdXOmWh19g/TR2Nv2FlZeI/AAAAAAAAABE/ahILg08pPiY/s1600/605christianity.gif&w=250&h=456&ei=myRGUMP9JMis0QXY6IDYDA&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=302&vpy=212&dur=555&hovh=303&hovw=166&tx=113&ty=156&sig=101878093273568594489&page=1&tbnh=155&tbnw=85&start=0&ndsp=15&ved=1t:429,r:11,s:0,i:

Science
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In science we will be looking at the different seasons. We
will observe and describe weather associated with the
seasons and how the day length varies.

Ask your child if they have noticed any
recent changes in the weather or the
colour of the leaves.

P.E.
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This half term the children will have 2 sessions of P.E. a
week. On a Tuesdays they will be learning the skills to
striking and fielding games, this will include catching and
throwing a ball and hitting the ball with a bat. On
Wednesdays they will be working as a team to complete
games using fine motor skills.

Ask the children to show you some
skills they have learnt.

MUSIC
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In music, the children will explore keeping the pulse
together through music and movement, by exploring their
favourite things.

Ask the children to share with you
some of the songs they have learnt.
Encourage them to tap to the beat of
any songs you listen to together.

SPANISH

In Spanish we will be recapping numbers, animals and
colours as well as learning some new Spanish words and
songs.

Ask your child to teach you some
Spanish words.

Additional Information:

» Please read with your child daily. (The reading books provided by school will support you in this.) Please fill in
the reading journal each time you hear your child read and ensure that your child’s reading book and reading
journal are brought in to school every day.

» Homework, in addition to reading, will be given out on a Monday to be completed by the following Monday. This
will include tasks on Mathletics and Spelling shed. The children’s log in for this will be in their reading record.

» P.E. is on Tuesday and Wednesday. Please make sure that your child wears their P.E kit to school and has hair
tied back (as it should be everyday) with no earrings in.

» We would welcome help from parents/ grandparents to hear readers in the class. Please see Mr Collingwood if

you can help.




