ST. MARY’S C.E. PRIMARY SCHOOL
What are we learning about this half term?
Teacher: Mrs Randles
TA support: Mrs McVeigh, Miss Chadwick and Mrs O’Leary                Year group: 5   Term: Autumn  1  2026
	SUBJECT
		What we will be learning this term.	
	How you can support your child at home.

	English
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	Linking with our PSHE work, we will be reading There’s a Boy in the Girls’ Bathroom by Louis Sachar.

We will be using the text to explore different genres of writing, including writing in role as the characters from the story. We will continue to develop our spelling, punctuation and grammar skills. 

	Please read regularly with your child and identify the different language features e.g. speech, conjunctions (and, but, because, meanwhile, therefore etc.) and tenses (past, present and future).


	Mathematics
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	In mathematics, the children will be introduced to the decimal notation for tenths. It builds on prior knowledge of fractions and of using place value to multiply and divide by 10 and 100. The children will develop their understanding of rounding decimals to the nearest whole number. They will then calculate with decimals in column addition and subtraction and they will extend their decimal understanding to include hundredths.  
	Practise times tables and other mental maths skills eg. adding two-digit numbers, doubling. 
Point out measurements (e.g. converting kg to g, m to cm), fractions, decimals and percentages in everyday life e.g. in supermarkets.
Tell the time regularly and calculate how long until an event. If your child struggles to tell the time, they must work on this at home regularly – it is an important life skill.
Explore different combinations of money and finding change. Allow the children to pay for items in a shop and check they have the correct amount of change.  

	Science
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	This half term the children will be revisiting and improving their science skills and will be looking at different ways to present results. They will be developing their understanding of forces, including learning more about gravity, water resistance, air resistance and friction. 
	Encourage your child to carry out scientific research at home, what forces can you see in action?

	R.E.
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	In R.E. we will be studying the key question, ‘What does it mean for Christians to believe that God is holy and loving?’ We will discuss this as a class, look at what the Bible says, we will invite Reverend Matthew into school to talk to us and also investigate how churches and cathedrals give us clues.
The children will also be learning more about the importance of harvest in preparation for Harvest Festival. 
	Read stories in the Bible that feature the Prophets Amos, Jeremiah and Isaiah. 
As Christmas approaches, discuss joy, peace, birth, visitors giving celebrations.
http://www.chiddingstone.kent.sch.uk/homework/religion/christian.htm

	[image: ]Computing
	In computing lessons, we will begin by looking at quizzing. We will be exploring types of questioning and effective ways to present a quiz. 
We will also be using table based databases for collecting, presenting, researching and analysing data. 

	Use the internet with your child to find relevant information. Set your child a challenge to find out the answer to a question.
Discuss internet safety with your child and identify clear rules for use at home.
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/


	Geography[image: ]
	In geography, the children are going to be learning how to recognise different map symbols and then apply their new skills when using maps and atlases. They will begin to learn the names of, and locations of the cities and counties of the UK. The children will also have the opportunity to create their own maps.  
In addition to developing mapping skills, we will also be learning more about how Salford Quays has changed over time and about its geographical features. 
	Encourage your child to plan a journey using a map and then test it out. 
Encourage your child to look for different map symbols in a real life context. 



	Spanish
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	We will be continuing with conversational Spanish, asking and answering questions and learning to talk about school and subjects we like and dislike.

	You can help at home by talking to the children about Spanish culture and allowing them to practise Spanish at home. 


	P.S.H.E
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	Our topic for this term is, ‘Being Me in My orld’. We are going to be exploring developing confidence and also looking at different ways of being kind to others and letting love and kindness into our lives. 
	Discuss the themes at home and when reading together or watching films, talk about how the characters are feeling. 

	P.E.

[image: ]
	Health related fitness: the children will learn a variety of ways to keep fit and healthy
Dance: We will be choreographing our own routines independently and in small groups

	How you can help at home: practise throwing and catching balls at home. Talk about the importance of nutrition and healthy eating. 
The children will have P.E. on Thursdays. Please ensure that your child wears their kit to school on Thursdays.

	Art
[image: C:\Users\lrandles\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\INetCache\Content.MSO\ED551643.tmp]
	We are going to be learning about the art form of typography this term. We will look at different types of techniques involved before creating our own masterpieces.  
	Research artists at home or visit an art gallery and discuss techniques used. 



	Music
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	This term the children are going to be learning all about music inspired by Ancient Egypt. They will listen to and appraise different types of music before learning pieces for a performance. 
	Please encourage your child to listen to different types of music at home. 
Discuss your musical preferences and talk about how different pieces make you feel. 







Throughout our learning, we will be developing the characteristics of effective learning. 
The characteristics are split into three categories:
Playing and Exploring – engagement
Active Learning – motivation
Creating and Thinking Critically – thinking
Playing and Exploring

Playing and Exploring is all about how the child engages in learning. It can be broken down into three further areas:
Finding out and exploring
Playing with what they know
Being willing to ‘have a go’

Active Learning

The characteristic Active Learning should not be mistaken for physical activity. Active learning centres on how the child is motivated in their learning. It covers three main areas:
Being involved and concentrating
Keeping on trying
Enjoying achieving what they set out to do

Creating and Thinking Critically

This characteristic is all about children thinking, making choices, seeing connections between different skills and making sense of their experiences and interactions. It looks at how children are able to adapt their approaches when they cross stumbling blocks and how they link ideas and previous experiences. It covers the following three areas:
Having their own ideas
Using what they know to learn new things
Choosing ways to do things and finding new ways

We will also be going on a trip to Salford Quays this term to develop our fieldwork skills. More details to follow. 


Additional information:
· Please read with your child regularly (the reading book provided by school will support you in this).  Please ensure that your child’s reading book and reading journal are signed at least once a week and brought in to school every day.
· Homework needs to be completed each week. New homework tasks will be set on aThursday. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]New spellings will be sent home on a Monday. Three spelling tasks need to be completed each week. 
· One maths task will be set on LBQ each week.
· Two reading comprehensions will be set on LBQ each half term. 
· TTRS- to be accessed regularly, at least once each week. 
· P.E. will be on a Monday and a Thursday this half term so the children will need to wear their P.E. kits on these days. No earrings or jewellery please. 
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